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COPY DEADLINE
Copy deadline for the September 2012 Newsletter is 3 August 2012. Please send all copy to the Office.

DATABASE ASSISTANCE
Unless a Filemaker Pro expert offers assistance with our database, we don't require any further volunteers at present, as I am
now happy to advise that we have engaged three recruits - Linda Baynham, Alex Draper and Peter Moran. They will be
trained to perform the work by Bruce Lancashire, John Harcourt and Andrew Campbell assisted by myself when required.
Hans van Dorssen
Database Consultant
U3A Hawthorn

EMAIL ADDRESSES AND WEBSITE
In order to make more use of email for U3A Hawthorn communications it is essential that you notify any changes in
your email address by sending an email to the U3A Hawthorn office at:
mail@u3ahawthorn.org.au
indicating your email contact details. Please include your name(s) and U3A ID number(s).
Our website is http://www.u3ahawthorn.org.au
All courses, forms, and newsletters are available for download from this website.

FEES FOR 2012
Annual membership fees for 2012 are as follows:
Membership of U3A Hawthorn

$40 single
$65 couple/two at same address
Member enrolling from another campus
$25 (to cover administration)
Members are reminded that membership fees for 2012 must be paid before enrolments or re-enrolments in courses
can be processed.

MOBILE TELEPHONES
Please (1) ensure that your telephone is switched off or set to silent mode before the class commences and (2) do not
answer or make any calls during the class. In an emergency, please excuse yourself from the class and make or answer the
call outside the building. Thank you for your co-operation.
Members of the Management Committee

TUTORS PLEASE NOTE
Occasionally, air conditioners and lights are left on and the premises and property are not secured at the end of classes. If the
class that follows your class is not in evidence at your time of departure, please ensure that all lights and heating/cooling are
turned off, window shutters are closed, the alarm is set and that all doors are locked. This particularly important during
school holiday periods.
Thank you for your co-operation.

REMINDER
The Committee of Management would like to remind members enrolling in 2012 courses that in some of our popular
curriculum categories, such enrolments are limited to one class of the same type; for example in the languages category
Italian 1 or 2 but not both or Bridge Beginners and Bridge Advanced, but not both.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE 2012 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Grants
We are again grateful to the State Government for a grant of
money through U3A Network Victoria which assists us in
delivering our program. I also express thanks to Boroondara
Council for its financial assistance by way of a grant and by
the provision of our campus here at Sinclair Avenue. Thanks
to the Rotary Club of Balwyn who made available a grant for
the purchase of a Document Camera for use by our tutors and
guest speakers.
Committee Activities
Your Committee has been hard at work this year to ensure we
meet our regulatory requirements and to plan for and
administer the program of courses and activities which we
offer.
Policy Work
It is increasingly necessary for voluntary organisations like
U3A Hawthorn to have in place policies which were once the
norm in business enterprises. Increasingly legislation is being
passed which includes them and, if not explicitly us, clearly
indicates that we have obligations to ensure a safe and risk-free
environment for our members.
To this end, the Committee has been working on such policy
documents as Equal Opportunity and a Code of Conduct which
we hope will be finished and promoted in 2012. In addition we
have sought to undertake a Risk Audit which has highlighted
areas where work needs to take place on campus to reduce not
only physical hazards but risks to our continued efficient
operation. Special thanks to Meg Adams who has headed up
this initiative.
Additional Classroom
The Committee has continued to work with Boroondara
Council and their consultants to review our accommodation
needs, in association with U3A Deepdene. A number of site
visits have been undertaken as Council establishes an
inventory of locations in the district which may be suitable.
It is noteworthy that the work being undertaken by Melbourne
Water to the west of our campus, involving new storm water
drainage and increasing the potential flow of Gardiners Creek,
promises to not only reduce the likelihood of further water
inundation but also to potentially remove our campus from the
designated flood zone.
Management Structure & Succession Planning
Your Committee has continued to work on the management
structure and has compiled detailed job descriptions for the
major management positions of our Association. It is hoped
that this will add clarity to these roles and also make
succession planning easier as potential candidates will have a
clearer view of the scope of these positions. Thanks to Claus
Gyrn and Meg Adams for this work.
Planning Permit granted for External Sign
Many of you will have noticed the new sign erected on our
fence line but few will have realized the rather extensive effort
behind the scenes. As the sign is intended to be visible from
outside our campus, it required Council approval by way of the
submission of a Planning Permit. Several months of work were
thus involved proving title, submitting detailed maps, sign
facsimiles and specifying the content and total sign area for the
campus.
We were assisted in gaining an understanding of the process
by our local Councillor, Coral Ross, to whom I extend our
thanks and appreciation.

It has been an interesting experience as President of U3A
Hawthorn and to see another side of this wonderful
organization. In my 15 years as tutor in current affairs I was
aware of the some of the work undertaken, but it was not until
taking on the Presidential role that I saw the breadth of
activities undertaken that are necessary for the successful
operation of our organisation
In many organisations which depend on volunteers, however,
there does seem to be a tendency for the work to fall to a few
and I would urge all of you to consider making a contribution
by volunteering in whatever capacity you feel you may be
able. There is a list of possible roles on the Volunteering Form
which you can download from our website and I encourage
you to obtain a copy and consider where you might assist. On
our part we have to improve in our response to those who do
offer and to follow up in a timely fashion.
Thanks
I want to say thanks to all those who have contributed to the
success of our U3A over the past 12 months of my Presidency.
In particular to all the members of our hardworking Committee
who have worked together so well and been of great assistance
to me. Unfortunately health issues have been of concern for
Committee members, Gillian Yung retired from the Committee
in December whilst Vice President Rod Benjamin has had a
long period of hospitalisation.
Our Office volunteers have again done a sterling job
undertaking the myriad tasks required to ensure the efficient
administration of our organisation. Special thanks go to Gwen
Gavin for her work in managing the Reception roster and to
Marie Hamerton for her support of the Receptionists. Special
thanks go to Prue Ferguson, our Banking Officer, who has for
some years undertaken that task so patiently and effectively.
Prue is retiring from the position and has recently commenced
the handover of the role.
Another important group in our Office is the database team,
under the leadership of Hans van Dorssen and including John
Harcourt and Andrew Campbell. Several new members have
recently joined the team and have rapidly familiarised
themselves with the database requirements. I thank them for
their willingness to assist.
I especially acknowledge the work done by our Curriculum
Planning Committee under the direction of Maggie Roberts in
bringing new courses and series to fruition. I also thank Joan
Donlon, our Course Co-ordinator, for all the important work
she has done in timetabling, liaising with Tutors and
overseeing the enrolment procedures.
We can’t thank our tutors highly enough for their contribution.
Many have been with us for a long time and their long service
is greatly appreciated. We also have some new Tutors,
bringing new topics and activities to our Curriculum. We
welcome them and thank them for volunteering in this
important way.
There are other volunteers in our organisation whose
contribution is significant; Joan Harding and her team have
again put together a varied and interesting excursion program;
Shirley Hallows and her gardening team have worked in rain
and shine to maintain and enhance our campus gardens. Julie
McNaughton has been splendid in her role as Catering
Manager, whilst Janet McCombe and Brendan Hayward have
worked diligently with a team of volunteers to make sure your
Newsletters are prepared for posting.
I thank them all.
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A submission was also made to have signage provided on
street posts at the corner of Burke Road and Harris Avenue
and again at the corner of Harris Avenue and Sinclair Avenue.
We are grateful to Peter Dransfield of Boroondara’s Traffic
and Engineering Department who was very helpful and
assisted us with our proposal. As you will have noticed, the
signs have now been erected.
Participation in U3A Network Victoria and Eastern
Metropolitan Forum
We have been ably represented at Network this year by our
delegate Claus Gyrn and I thank him for his contribution in
maintaining the communication with our peak body here in
Victoria. Claus will not be seeking re-election in 2012 and so I
take this opportunity to also thank him for his participation in
and contribution to the work of the Committee.
The Eastern Metropolitan Forum is a meeting place where
U3As in the eastern region get together regularly to exchange
ideas, provide feedback to U3A Network and deal with
common issues that confront our respective associations. Our
Secretary has been our delegate throughout 2011 and has
brought several issues back to the Committee for
consideration.
New Patron
It was with great pleasure that Secretary Bruce Lancashire and
I met with the new Vice Chancellor of Swinburne University,
Professor Linda Kristjanson and asked her to become Patron of
our U3A. I am delighted that she accepted the invitation and
that she also expressed a willingness to seek ways in which the
relationship between U3A Hawthorn and Swinburne can be
strengthened.
Year in Review
It was a difficult start to 2011 and the February rains and
subsequent water damage to our campus caused major
disruption and delays to the start of our First Term. It also
precluded us from holding a planned Tutors’ Welcome.
Excursions
A varied program of excursions was provided by the
Excursion Committee under the leadership of Joan Harding.
These activities were well received yet again, with many being
fully booked and I thank all of those involved in planning and
leading them.
Swinburne and Deakin Computer Labs
We have continued to run highly popular courses in computing
using the computer laboratory generously provided to us by
Swinburne University. The demand for introductory and
software specific courses is high and we are on the lookout for
additional tutors to offer courses in this part of our curriculum.
During 2011 we were offered the use of a computer laboratory
at Deakin University and despite the location being some way
from our main campus, some courses in Microsoft Word were
provided and gained good enrolment numbers. Staff at Deakin
were extremely helpful and very considerate of the needs of
our members, including arranging allocated parking. We
cannot thank them enough for their contribution.
Tutors’ Lunch and Volunteers’ Lunch
These events in our calendar provide the opportunity to say
“Thank You” to all those who volunteer in one capacity or
another [and sometimes in many!]. Special thanks go to Julie
McNaughton, our catering manager, who organised the
lunches and to all those who assisted her in making these such
successful events.

Choir and Orchestra
Our orchestra provided three concerts again under the direction
of conductors Gyula [Jules] Cseszkó and Willem van der Vis.
These were the last to be held in the Hawthorn Town Hall for
some time as it will be closed throughout 2012.
The concerts were well attended and featured not only the
talents of our own members but also some excellent soloists. I
thank Ruth Muir, our orchestra convener and also her assistant
Nola Meredith, for their dedication to the orchestra and the, at
times, very difficult and demanding job of organising music,
venues and all the myriad details required to bring these
concerts to fruition.
I believe the orchestra plays a very significant part in the life
of U3A Hawthorn and also assists in publicising us to a wider
audience.
The Choir once again presented delightful programs. Our
Choir’s director of some 17 years, Judith Chipman, retired
during the year and Meredith Vincent has taken up the
position. I thank Judith for her significant contribution over
that long period and for the contribution she has made to the
standard of the U3A Choir.
Carnival of Learning
U3A Hawthorn participated again in the Carnival of Learning,
traditionally the opening day to Seniors Week held at
Federation Square and Birrarung Mar on the Yarra Banks. I
extend thanks to the small group of volunteers including Ruth
Muir and Marie Hamerton who planned and manned the U3A
Hawthorn stand and John Cook and his Digital Photography
classes for their displayed work.
This is a significant opportunity for us to publicise the work
we do to a wider audience and I would urge all tutors to
consider how they can assist in the displays, tableaus and
activities featured on the day. I believe much more can be done
and particularly in 2012 as this will be the 30th year of Seniors
Week and I would like to see us make an all-out effort to
participate in the Carnival.
Summer School
A lot of preparation and organising was undertaken in 2011 for
the Summer School run in January 2012. This was again a very
successful program and provided an opportunity for us to
extend an invitation to our sister U3A, Deepdene, for their
members to participate. A number took that opportunity and
we received a lot of good feedback about the quality and
interesting variety of the sessions on offer.
I would like to thank Marie Hamerton, Carol and Bruce
Lancashire and all those volunteers who introduced or thanked
presenters. There is a huge amount of work behind the scenes
to make Summer School happen and their work certainly must
be recognised.
My final thank you is to Bruce Lancashire for his sterling work
as Honorary Secretary. Throughout my year as President I
have relied on him to guide and direct me in the multitude of
tasks required of the Office. Bruce’s knowledge and attention
to detail is profound and I thank him for nursing me through
the year.
This is my last report as President as I am not seeking reelection in 2012. I am sure that the team which will be put
together for that year will find a solid foundation on which to
build, as U3A Hawthorn continues into its 28th year of
operation.
Peter Isaacson
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MELBOURNE WATER INFORMATION
SESSION

widening of the bed of Gardiners Creek.

A number of nearby residents took advantage of a
presentation by Melbourne Water on the evening
of 14 March 2012 - held in the U3A Main Hall
from 5:30 to 7.00 pm.

The Gardiners Creek bed which at present is an
average of 3 metres wide at the bottom, will be
widened out to 8 to 10 metres wide, over a length
of perhaps 600 metres, centred mainly in the area
to the south of the Coles car park.

Since the floods on 4 and 5 February last year, a
task force in Melbourne Water has been
examining possibilities for ameliorating the
damage should there be another heavy rain (100
year flood) in the future. They provided a large
number of maps, overhead photographs, and other
data.

Timing is only indicative, as there will be
consultation and negotiation with a number of
organisations. The project people hope to conclude
these meetings by the end of January 2013, and
expect that the works will take four months,
without allowing for weather and other delays.
Indicative cost is $6.4 million.

A number of issues were raised which will affect
us including the closing of the bike path towards
the city while work proceeds, a relocation of the
bike path onto Coles land (it is already within that
boundary), carrying out major works close to the
M1 Freeway, the crossing over and excavation
near a major city sewer, and the excavation and

One significant outcome is that the work should
place the U3A premises above the flood plain for a
downpour of the size we received in February
2011.
John Howell
Campus Manager

SENIORS WEEK – CARNIVAL OF
LEARNING – FEDERATION SQUARE

PLEASE give this serious consideration and mark
the date in your diary, but also contact Marie or
Ruth or enquire through the Office. We would
welcome new faces on the team and would love to
discuss any suggestions you may have.

Opening Day - Sunday, 7 October,
10.30 am – 4.00 pm.
This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Seniors
Festival and the 5th year of staging Opening Day at
Federation Square, a day which has been built
around the Carnival of Learning which
showcases the work of Victoria’s U3As.

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL
Philip Bailey, biographer of Yehudi Menuhin, is
coming to Melbourne and will be speaking to
interested members of U3A Hawthorn on one
occasion only - a 1½ to 2 hour lecture in
September. Philip is an entertaining and
interesting speaker.

This is a wonderful day, extremely well supported
by the organisers who provide a large team of
helpers to set up the marquees and whatever
equipment is required for the various
presentations, and are always on hand to ensure
that everything runs as smoothly as possible. It is
demanding but most rewarding, with all types of
entertainment and a diverse range of displays - a
really colourful “fun” day, and a great way to
promote the U3A movement to the public in
general.

The day and time will be notified.
Please be aware of this coming event and enrol as
soon as a definite day and time is announced.
Your Curriculum Committee
WANTED AND FOR SALE
Members may have textbooks that have been used
in various classes for which they have no further
use, while other members may be interested in
purchasing such textbooks second-hand. There is
currently a request for the purchase of the French
text as used in Margaret Sedlacek’s class and a
copy of Schaum’s French Grammar is for sale.
Please contact the office for details.

For the past four years Marie Hamerton and Ruth
Muir have taken charge of our presentation with
some help from a few volunteers. This year we
have been asked to make a special effort, so it is
really important that we have a large input
from our members, either as visitors or as
rostered helpers in our marquee, but
particularly in providing some new ideas as to
how we can best demonstrate what we offer at
U3A Hawthorn.
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MUSIC NOTES
The Orchestra is breathing a sigh of relief after a
very successful concert on April 12 in its new
venue at Genazzano College. Change of any sort
always involves a degree of anxiety and
uncertainty, and for such a large group there was
much to plan for. The school attendants were very
helpful, and apart from some problems with
lighting on the huge stage, everything ran
smoothly, and our large audience was delighted
with our offerings. The grand Madeleine Centre is
such a contrast to the dear old Hawthorn Town
Hall and there was much to impress, and after the
first visit we will feel more relaxed about the next
one. For those of you who were not able to attend
that day, it is strongly recommended that you try
to be there for the next concert, as it is indeed a
user-friendly venue, particularly as regards
parking!

Barkers Road Hawthorn. Meredith Vincent, the
Choir’s new director, tells me that they have
enjoyed preparing for this event, and a special
“extra” is the inclusion of a guest trombonist who
will weave his magic within some of the items.
Obviously a must-see for us all, and let’s hope for
a good attendance!
The Choir will then start preparations for taking
part in an unusual event, a performance by
massed choirs from U3As in the metropolitan
area during Seniors Week in early October. This
is planned as part of celebrations for the thirtieth
anniversary of Seniors Week and again will be
something not to be missed. It is hoped that
members of the Orchestra will be performing at
Federation Square during that time. More details
of this in the next edition of the Newsletter.

That important date is :- Thursday, July 5 at
10.30 am, with Willem van der Vis conducting a
program of favourites, plus a seldom performed
work for oboe soloist and orchestra by an early
nineteenth century composer, Johann Wenzel
Kalliwoda. Rehearsals will be well underway by
the time you read this, and the air will be ringing
with the Blue Danube Waltz, extracts from
Carmen, and Eric Coates’ distinctive Londonbased music, a nod to the Queen’s Jubilee!

And looking ahead, just a reminder that the final
Orchestral concert this year will again be at
Genazzano but this time on a Sunday afternoon,
November 4. This will be the first time they have
performed on a Sunday, due to school grounds
being unavailable during weekdays until very
close to Christmas. We hope that many people
will come along to enjoy a “pleasant Sunday
afternoon”. Please mark it in your diary and we
will keep you posted with program details.

Our Choir has been in a similar position to the
Orchestra, preparing for a concert in a new venue,
and their moment of truth is close – Saturday,
June 2 at 2.30 pm, in the Flockhart Hall of MLC,

Ruth Muir
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WINTER/SPRING EXCURSIONS
For bookings please telephone the U3A office
For further queries, please contact Joan Harding on 9813 3974 or 0408366987
or Colette Flynn on 98826097
BOOKING POLICY
All tours fees are payable at the time of placing reservation.
Bookings close two weeks prior to the event.
CANCELLATION POLICY
Cancellations more than 21 days prior to the scheduled departure
incur a $5 administration fee per person.
Cancellations 21 days or less prior to the scheduled departure time - no refund due.

Wednesday 13 June 2012
Cost:
Time:
Note:
Where:
Limit:
Tuesday 17 July 2012
Cost:
Time:
Meet:
Inclusions:
Limit:
Tuesday 07 August 2012
Cost:
Time:
Where:
Inclusions:
Limit:

SUPREME COURT OF VICTORIA
Free of charge
9.15 am for a 9.30 pm start (sharp)
No late comers accepted on tour
210 William Street, Melbourne (enter through open door around the
corner in Lonsdale Street
25 participants

BLOCK ARCADE, MELBOURNE
$10
1.00 pm sharp until approximately 3.30 pm (please arrive 10 minutes
prior)
Outside the Hopetoun Tearooms in Block Arcade (off Collins Street,
Melbourne)
Tour and afternoon tea at Charles Dickens Restaurant
20 participants
TOUR OF MEDLEY HALL WITH KENNETH W. PARK
$20
10.30 am to 12 noon
Medley Hall, 48 Drummond Street, Carlton (Melway reference 2B G11)
Coffee
30 participants

Thursday 13 September 2012 TOUR OF THE AUSTRALIAN PRINT WORKSHOP
Cost:
$5
Time:
10.30 am
Where:
210 Gertrude Street, Fitzroy, Tram number 86 from the city
Limit:
20 participants
Wednesday 24 October 2012
Cost:
Time:
Where:
Limit:

GUIDED WALKING TOURS
GOLD TOWNS – SERIES TWO – CASTLEMAINE
Free
11.00 am
Castlemaine Railway station
25 participants
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NOTES ON EXCURSIONS
SUPREME COURT OF VICTORIA TOUR

TOUR OF THE AUSTRALIAN PRINT
WORKSHOP

Not to be missed. Hear about the intricacies of
court room procedure with a special presentation
by Leanne Newson, Educational Officer for the
Law Courts. Witness the Supreme Court in
session.

Established in 1981, the Australian Print
Workshop has rapidly expanded its activities,
attracting many of Australia’s leading artists,
based on its reputation for high quality work and
professional support facilities. Works produced
onsite are represented in all major Australian
public art galleries and museum collections.

BLOCK ARCADE, MELBOURNE
As promised, we will repeat this popular
excursion. Have you ever wondered, while
strolling through beautiful Block Arcade, what
lies upstairs? On a guided tour we will trace the
history of this architectural treasure, a classic
example of early Melbourne’s development, and
discover what lies high above the magnificent
mosaic walkway.

Catch an artist onsite and with our guide, trace
the production of such unique works.
GUIDED WALKING TOURS
GOLD TOWNS – SERIES TWO –
CASTLEMAINE
This is the second walk in a series of walking
tours through Victorian Gold Towns. Enjoy an
educational and fascinating walk with our own
guide, Norm Fary, as he traces the history of the
picturesque town of Castlemaine.

Join us outside the Hopetoun Tearooms in the
Block Arcade (off Collins Street) for the tour and
conclude with a Devonshire tea at the Charles
Dickens Restaurant Tavern, nestled in the arcade
maze.

Participants should all meet at the Castlemaine
Railway station at 11.00 am, after the anticipated
arrival of the train from Southern Cross Station
(Melbourne).

TOUR OF MEDLEY HALL WITH
KENNETH W. PARK
Join Kenneth Park, cultural historian, for a
private tour of the recently renovation and
redeveloped Medley Hall – one of the finest and
flamboyant examples of boom style architecture
of the Marvellous Melbourne era.

For those intending to take the train from
Melbourne there is currently a 9.15 am departure
which arrives into Castlemaine at 10.48 am. After
the tour, the train departs Castlemaine at 4.23 pm.
It is your responsibility to check the schedules.

This grand Victorian mansion includes stained
glass and over 15 tonnes of marble and steel.

Please wear comfortable walking shoes.

 Volunteers to assist during Summer School

U3A Hawthorn Summer School 2013

in January – opening and closing up, greeting
and introducing speakers, setting up room,
AV, troubleshooting.

Volunteers and ideas are sought to assist with the
planning, delivery and management of the next
Summer School in January 2013:

If you are willing and able to assist in any of
these ways please contact Carol Lancashire on
9882 4297, clancashire@bigpond.com or leave a
note at the U3A Office.

 Members who are interested in offering a

session
 Ideas for topics and speakers you believe

would be of interest

Carol Lancashire

 Volunteers to assist in planning May to

October 2012 (topics and speakers)

8

U3A HAWTHORN EVENTS
June to November 2012
(This flyer is for your refrigerator or bulletin board)
SATURDAY 2 JUNE 2012
2.30 PM

CHOIR CONCERT, FLOCKART HALL MLC,
BARKERS ROAD, KEW

WEDNESDAY 13 JUNE 2012
9.15 AM

SUPREME COURT OF VICTORIA
210 WILLIAM STREET, MELBOURNE

THURSDAY 5 JULY 2012
10.30 AM

ORCHESTRA CONCERT
GENAZZANO ON COTHAM ROAD

TUESDAY 17 JULY 2012
1.00 PM

BLOCK ARCADE, MELBOURNE
OUTSIDE THE HOPETOUN TEAROOMS
IN BLOCK ARCADE

TUESDAY 7 AUGUST 2012
10.30 AM

TOUR OF MEDLEY HALL WITH KENNETH W. PARK
48 DRUMMOND STREET, CARLTON

THURSDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2012 TOUR OF THE AUSTRALIAN PRINT WORKSHOP
10.30 AM
220 GERTRUDE STREET, FITZROY
WEDNESDAY 24 OCTOBER 2012
11.OO AM

GUIDED WALKING TOURS
GOLD TOWNS – SERIES TWO – CASTLEMAINE

SUNDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2012
2.00 PM

ORCHESTRA CONCERT
GENAZZANO ON COTHAM ROAD

Full details of these events are in your Newsletter

Office Hours 9.30 am to 4.00 pm
Telephone: 9821 0282
Facsimile: 9822 7668
Email: mail@u3ahawthorn.org.au
Website: http://www.u3ahawthorn.org.au
A REMINDER

If you want to borrow any equipment for use away from the Campus please ask at
the Office. We have a process for borrowing and returning our equipment.
Thank you for your co-operation
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