SNAPSHOTS
A series of self contained fortnightly talks
Friday 23 June

Burma: The Unknown

Michael Mullerworth

Burma or Myanmar is a state about which little is heard in the news. It has had an authoritarian government
for the last 44 years with associated repression, internal strife and relative economic stagnation. This talk
will provide a background picture of the country against which to view the current situation.
Friday 7 July

Florence: A Few of my Favourite Things

David Collins

An early Roman colony that developed into an important centre of trade and industry, torn by the struggle
between the Guelfs and Ghiberllines Florence, eventually following 3 centuries of rule by the Medici family
becoming the provisional capital of the new kingdom of Italy. This illustrated discussion, with class
participation, will look at features of interest in and around Florence.
Friday 21 July

Private Health Insurance Controversies

Ken Harvey

The Australian government's recent decision to sell Medibank Private has focused attention on the role of
private health insurance (PHI). Given the existence of a tax based universal health care system (Medicare),
some believe that the cost of PHI should be met entirely by individuals, because PHI only funds "optional
extras", such as choice of doctor, more timely elective surgery and a private room. Others believe the PHI
deserve government support because use of the private health sector reduces the need for public funding of
Medicare. Evidence for and against these propositions will be discussed, as will the pros and cons of selling
Medibank Private.
Friday 4 August

Is the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme Sustainable?

Ken Harvey

Like most of us attending the U3A, the Australian Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) is over 60 years
old. The aim of the PBS is to ensure that all Australians have equitable access to necessary medicines at an
affordable price. It took 40 years for the cost of the Scheme to government to reach $1 billion dollars; after
another 10 years it cost $4 billion and last year it cost more than $6 billion. In response, the government
substantially increased co-payments and safety-net thresholds. This measure temporarily slowed the 10%
annual growth rate of the PBS but also raised concern that poorer Australians with chronic illness could no
longer afford all the medicines they were prescribed. This talk will review the 60 year history of the PBS
and discuss the policy measures needed to ensure its sustainability
Friday 18 August

Electronic Health Records

Ken Harvey

The Australian government is pushing ahead with a Medicare smartcard which is a necessary component of
an electronic health record (EHR) system. In association with state governments the Commonwealth has
also set up a National Electronic Health Transition Authority (NEHTA) charged with developing additional
EHR building blocks. Furthermore, when you now visit your GP it is most likely that your doctor will enter
your health details on a government subsidised computer system. The long term aim of these developments
is to record the interaction of consenting individuals with the health system from “the cradle to the grave”.
This talk will review these developments and debate the potential benefits, and risks, of such developments.
(Dr Harvey is Adjunct Senior Research Fellow School of Public Health, La Trobe University, and a member of
Medibank Private and of the ALP).

INFORMATION FOR ALL TALKS
LOCATION: Main Hall, Sinclair Avenue
TIME: 11:30am — 1:00pm

It is necessary to make a booking to ensure entry to these talks. However bookings will be accepted
only during the month of the talk e.g. a booking for July’s talks will be taken only in July. This can be
done on weekdays either by telephone (9821 0282) or by personal delivery at the office 26 Sinclair
Avenue, both during office hours between 9.30 am to 4.00 pm (except for Wednesday afternoons
when the office is closed).
As there will be no written confirmation of bookings, please keep your own record of your bookings.

